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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1,2, 4-7 

pages 

pages 



3, 3a 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 02 Maroh 2004 (02.03.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-22 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
^ , filed with the demand 



I I the drawings: 



filed with the letter of 05 August 2004 (05.08.2004) 



pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



T^e elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international appUcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

sSf °^ translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

pTiL[^Stxlr[irr?^^er^^^^ *^ ^--^•'-^ »PP»^-*on. the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together wifii the international application in computer readable form. 

— furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

— furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

JSL^?n.T' ' ^^I'^u^^^u^ ^^"^'^^^ ^^'^^ go beyond the disclosure in the 
^International application as filed has been furnished. © ^ lu uic 

bJenShed.^^ information recorded in computer readable foim is identical to the written sequence listing has 



4. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

tiie claims, Nos. 23-25 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig . 



^- n "f/SS"^ as if (some the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in Ifae Supplemraital Box (Rule 70.2(c)).»* 

* « "^'^^^Tfi/^ '° '"^'f^ ^f"^ "f referred to 

70.17) origmalfy filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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2. 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 
Citations and explanations 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4, 5, 7, 11-20 



1-3/ 6, 8-10, 21, 22 



1-22 



1-22 



YES 



NO 



Reference is made to the following documents: 
Dl: K. Schwerdtfeger - Metallurgie des 

Stranggiessens, Stahleisen Verlag, Diisseldorf, 

1992, pages 233/6 
D2: DE-C-3727619 



Clarity - PCT Article 6 

Claim 1 defines a covering means per ae. In claim 1, 
features following the word "for" and/or the words 
"more particularly" are regarded as optional. 

The composition of the covering means referred to in 
claim 1 is not clearly defined, because the 
constituents and their quantitative ranges are not 
mentioned, in a claim where the composition is 
essential to the invention, the composition should 
be clearly, precisely and fully defined, since the 
composition has a substantial effect on the intended 
properties of the covering means. 



Claim 1 does not define the lower limit of the other 
secondary phases (e.g. MgO, Ti02) . These are 
therefore considered optional. 
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The word "essentially" in claim 1 is unclear, 
because it does not exclude the presence of further 
unknown components. 

Novelty - PCT Article 33(2) 



3.1 



3.2 



Dl discloses a granular continuous -casting powder 
(see table 3.2.1, page 235, examples Y, Z, BL, BLA) , 
the composition of which satisfies the condition 
0.25< (CaO/AlaOa) <4 and consists "essentially" of 
CaO, AI2O3 (i.e. implicitly calcium aluminate) . 

Dl also discloses a method for producing granular 
products (pellets) as defined in claim 8 (see 
page 23 6, first paragraph) . 

The subjects of claims 1-3, 6, 8-10, 21 and 22 are 
therefore not novel over Dl (PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

D2 describes a covering composition consisting of 
balls coated with lime and alumina (i.e. implicitly 
calcium aluminate) (see D2, column 1, lines 55-59) . 
The subjects of claims 1-3 are therefore not novel 
over D2 (PCT Article 33(2)) . 



4 . 



Inventive step 



The problem defined in the description (see page 3, 
second paragraph) cannot be solved over the whole 
range of the binazy composition CaO/AlaOa, that is 
to say, for the CaO-AlzOs ratio defined. 



Where there are high AI2O3 levels in the covering 
the melting points are considered too high 
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for the formation of a molten slag for good 
metallurgical processing. 

Where there are high CaO levels in the covering 
means, it will not be possible to form a liquid 
slag. At a lime saturation with over 60% CaO, no 
liquid slag suitable for good metallurgical 
processing is formed. 

The description gives only one example (CaO/AlzOa 
ratio 1.14). The applicant has not therefore 
demonstrated that the inventive effect is achievable 
over the whole range claimed. 

Only a CaO/AlaOa ratio of 1 to 1 . 5 for the covering 
means composition, as preferred in the present 
claim 1, appears to be able to solve the problem. 

Claim 1 covers ranges in which the problem addressed 
by the application cannot be solved. No inventive 
step can therefore be acknowledged in respect of 
claim 1 (PCT Article 33(3)) . 

Dependent claims 4, 5, 7 and 11-20 concern preferred 
embodiments of the claimed covering means and/or 
methods. The dependent claims do not appear to 
contain any additional features which could yield 
subject matter involving an inventive step. 
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